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NORTHERN IRELAND SCREEN CORONAVIRUS SKILLS FUND

GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS

Northern Ireland Screen is committed to developing the skills of those working in Northern Ireland’s screen industries.  The Northern Ireland Screen Coronavirus Skills Development Bursary Fund is designed to assist Northern Ireland talent with financial support to participate in training or development courses during the Coronavirus pandemic.  A key principle of the fund is to provide additional assistance to the sector around the development of skills, expertise and career development throughout the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. Consideration will be given to the appropriateness of the proposed course in terms of developing the individual’s personal skills.

WHO CAN APPLY
A Bursary can be awarded to an individual who is a Northern Ireland resident and who is currently working/had been working prior the pandemic, within Northern Ireland’s independent film, television, animation and digital sector. Applicants should normally have at least one year’s experience working within the independent film, television, animation and digital sector. In each individual case the applicant must be able to demonstrate a strategic need to participate in the training.  If Northern Ireland Screen receives multiple applications for a training course, it reserves the right to allocate a limited number of bursaries due to strong competition for funds.

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ELIGIBLE

· Applications from anyone undertaking full time education at under or post-graduate level (with the exception of the Northern Ireland Screen supported MA in Film and Television Management).

· Bursaries cannot be used in conjunction with any other Northern Ireland Screen subsidies.

· Northern Ireland Screen reserves the right to prioritise the development of skills to address known skills shortages within the independent film, television animation and digital sector in Northern Ireland.

THE FOLLOWING ARE ELIGIBLE COSTS
· Registration fee/course fees 

Online training courses – Given the current restrictions in place due to the Coronavirus pandemic, bursaries are available for online courses only.
WHAT CAN BE FUNDED

The Northern Ireland Screen Bursary fund will support costs associated with any industry recognised skills development course. The fund is open to all grades within independent film, television, animation and digital production.

HOW MUCH CAN I APPLY FOR
Bursaries can be awarded of up to 100% of the total course/registration fees or £2,000 whichever is the lesser amount.  In order to ensure that the maximum number of people have a chance to benefit from the fund, no more than one application from an individual will be considered throughout the duration of the Coronavirus pandemic. In the event that course/registration fees exceed £2,000, you should provide details of how you intend to raise the balance of the required finance as part of your application.

DEADLINES

Applications for the Northern Ireland Screen Coronavirus Bursary Fund are accepted on a rolling basis throughout the duration of the pandemic.
EVALUATION REQUIREMENTS

To avail of the bursary, applicants are required to provide vouching documentation in advance of the training course. This should include an invoice for the course costs, or a link and screenshot of the website where payment should be made. See the example on the vouching report attachment showing how to complete it correctly.
Successful bursary recipients will also be asked to submit a post-attendance report of no more than 300 words. This should be provided to Northern Ireland Screen no later than two weeks following the completion of your course.  
CONDITIONS OF AWARD
The award may have to be repaid in full or in part if full attendance is not undertaken. Northern Ireland Screen will determine whether or not an award should be repaid and how much should be repaid and may consider whether there were factors outside the control of the applicant.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION CHECKLIST:

Please ensure that all sections of the form are fully completed.

In order for your application to be considered, all supporting documentation must be uploaded with the application or emailed to the Skills team after the application has been submitted – kerry@northernirelandscreen.co.uk 
Irish speakers wishing to avail of the bursary can apply to doireann@northernirelandscreen.co.uk
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Details of course including fees
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Confirmation of acceptance at course/event
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Evidence of additional funding (required if cost is over £2,000)
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Equal Opportunity Monitoring Form 
(available on website)



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Completed signature page (available on website)
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