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Work Experience
Industry experience for Northern Ireland resident
Moving Image Arts and BFI Academy students aged 16 – 18.
February 2015
The intent:
Northern Ireland Screen intends to create work experience opportunities for 16-18 year olds on Northern Ireland Screen funded productions.

The programme will provide work experience opportunities for 16-18 year olds who are either studying Moving Image Arts (MIA) at AS or A level or are already selected for the BFI Academy (BFIA) in Northern Ireland.
The intent is to offer the top MIA and BFIA students’ meaningful real world industry experience guided by industry professionals.  Work experience opportunities will be on live action or animated factual or fiction projects across film, television or digital content.
Work experience opportunities in writing, directing, producing or acting will not be offered. 

Up to twelve 6 day work experience placements will be available in any academic year (September – August).  Successful nominees will only be offered one work placement. 
The placements:

Northern Ireland Screen will request at least one work experience opportunity on each production that it offers production funding to.

These work experience opportunities will be timed to suit each production’s schedule and may be offered during schools holiday periods or other busy periods during the academic year. Schools, BFIA delivery organisations, teachers and students should allow for this possibility when applying for placements.
Each production will assign a key contact who will deal with the paperwork necessary for each work experience opportunity.

Each production will assign a mentor for each work experience participant.  A mentor may be assigned more than one work experience participant at any one time.
Each work experience opportunity will last up to 5 days for 16 and 17 year olds and up to 6 days for 18 year olds.

Work experience participants will be expected to work in new entrant roles in the department they are assigned to.  16 and 17 year olds will work up to 8 hours per day; 18 year olds will work the normal working hours of the department they are assigned to.

Insurance and child protection:
The school or BFI Academy will provide the production’s key contact with all the necessary paperwork for each work experience opportunity in a timely manner and at least two weeks before the work experience opportunity is due to commence.  Failure to do so will result in the offer of the work placement opportunity being retracted.  
The production’s key contact will return all the necessary paperwork at least one week before the work experience opportunity is due to commence.
Application:

Applications will be in the form of nominations by the school where the pupil is studying MIA or by the BFI Academy in Northern Ireland.  Nominations will only be accepted by email on Northern Ireland Screen’s Work Experience Nomination Form.  

Northern Ireland Screen will only accept up to 2 nominations per school and 2 nominations per Northern Ireland based BFI Academy delivery organisation (Cinemagic, The Nerve Centre, Nerve Belfast, The AmmA Centre) per academic year (September to August).
Eligibility:

To be eligible nominees MUST be:

· aged 16 – 18

· studying Moving Image Arts at AS or A level. 

or

already selected for the BFI Academy in Northern Ireland.
· Nominated for a Northern Ireland Screen placement by their school or a Northern Ireland BFI Academy delivery organisation.
Allocation of placements:

Eligible nominees will be placed on a first come first served basis according to their area of interest (live action or animated factual or fiction projects in film, television or digital content) as detailed on the nomination form.  Northern Ireland Screen will endeavour to match placements by geographic area but cannot guarantee that students will be placed in areas close to their school or place of residence.
Application deadlines:

Nomination forms will only be accepted by email and must be received by Northern Ireland Screen between the following dates:

Schools:  





         1st September - 1700 on 30 September
Northern Ireland BFI Academy delivery organisations:
1st November - 1700 on 30 November 

For the avoidance of doubt the date and time received will be as per the date and time on Northern Ireland Screen’s email server.

PLEASE NOTE: under no circumstances will applications be accepted after this deadline.  Applications cannot be submitted by fax.
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